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Sophia Antipolis ParkSophia Antipolis Park

Since its creation in 1969

 1st Technopole in Europe

 2 300 hectares

 40 000 sophipolitans and more
than 70 nationalities

 1300 entities : enterprises,
public/private research centres …

  6 Billion turnover generated by
the High Tech sector
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Sophia Antipolis ParkSophia Antipolis Park

� 1969, creation of “G.I.E”
(SAVALOR), chaired by Pierre
LAFFITTE (private framework)

� Project taken at public level : Five
originating municipalities (Antibes,
Biot, Mougins, Valbonne, Vallauris)
and local authorities (Alpes-
Maritimes Department, CCI),

� City of Sciences, Wisdom and
Technology, a symbol of
renaissance

� Ambition : Becoming the Florence
of the 21st century

1969
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From Le Quartier latin to Sophia AntipolisFrom Le Quartier latin to Sophia Antipolis

D’abord et avant tout des conditions internes favorables au travail créateur : vitalité,

ardeur au travail, dynamisme, mais en même temps atmosphère agréable et

détendue, ce qui n’est contradictoire qu’en apparence…

En second lieu, des contacts fréquents, permanents avec d’autres ingénieurs,

chercheurs, savants. Ce point est capital.

De plus en plus nombreux sont ceux qui préféraient jouir des privilèges du touriste,

voir Paris au lieu d’y vivre.

Il faut que les « pionniers » qui seraient disposés à prendre le risque de s’y installer

les premiers sachent que tout sera fait pour que d’autres suivent et que les

conditions indispensables à la vitalité de la recherche puissent être réunies « hors

les murs » d’ores et déjà.
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M. Laffitte, ne devrait être qu’un premier pôle d’une série

d’autres dont on peut concevoir la création par le biais de ce

que les Américains appellent la « Cross fertilization », c’est-

à-dire la rencontre de chercheurs n’ayant, par l’objet auquel

ils se consacrent , aucun point commun. C’est, au fond, une

véritable ville de la recherche scientifique et technique qui

pourrait naître un jour de cet embryon. J’ai de même songé

au nom que nous pourrions lui donner : celui de Sophia-

Antipolis qui unirait à la sagesse des Grecs un juste

hommage à Antibes.

Je suis convaincu que, d’ici 1980, 20.000 chercheurs

pourront être fixés ici. Cela représente 40 à 50.000

personnes employées. La nécessité d’une concentration de

ce genre se fera un jour si pressante qu’elle ne manquera

pas d’imposer sa mise en place. Tout indique que celle-ci se

fera sur le pourtour de la Méditerranée. La plus grande

mutation que nous allons vivre peut-être sera, après le

mouvement qui, au XVe siècle,  a fait passer du Midi au

Nord les grands foyers de la science et de la culture, le

retour, six siècle plus tard, du balancier vers son point de

départ…

29 avril 1969 – NICE MATIN
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Key Success Factor: A brand which drives ambition…Key Success Factor: A brand which drives ambition…

� Sophia

� Antipolis

From the word ‘Sophos’,
wisdom

Greek name of Antibes, a
major trading post on the
Mediterranean sea

The Sophia-antipolis golden rulesThe Sophia-antipolis golden rules

� Two thirds nature

� One third business premisses

� No building can exceed the

height of the highest point of the

hills

� Two thirds nature

� One third business premisses

� No building can exceed the

height of the highest point of the

hills
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From 1st company

established – 1974

up to now more than

 4,000 articles about

Sophia Antipolis

A Communication
Strategy

Key Success Factor: A global communicationKey Success Factor: A global communication
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From hundreds of researchers

up to

40,000 Sophipolitans

R&D + high and tertiary services 20,000

Services & Trades 10,000

Pure research 4,000

Students 6,000

Sophia Antipolis park includes players up and down the innovation value chain able of mastering innovation,

exploiting innovation, and building innovation capabilities and hence translating knowledge into business

value.

The chain is made up of networks of organisations that are involved in different stages of innovation. They

are basic research, applied research, product development, market scanning which all pursue the ambition

of converting scientific breakthroughs and technological achievements into commercial success.

Key Success Factor: A long term viewKey Success Factor: A long term view
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 Created and declared a public utility in 1984,

chaired by Senator Pierre Laffitte.

 Since 2006, it became a “Sheltering Research

Foundation”: This status enables the Foundation

Sophia Antipolis to create research foundations

around research projects, which may benefit

from the Mecenat law.

Sophia Antipolis ParkSophia Antipolis Park

Open to the world, Fondation Sophia Antipolis acts as

a knowledge hub
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Reinforce the development of
Sophipolitan actors, by identifying
complementaries, or through
knowledge sharing (Clubs, platforms,
…)

Facilitate access to other sources of
finance (Risk Capital, Starting, etc)

Facilitate access to emerging
markets

Favour partenerships (cooperation
agreements, delegation reception,
…)

Assure the diffusion of information
(Europe Surveying, Conferences,
Web Sites, Newsletters…)

Contributes to policy debates on the
subject of Science and Innovation
(prospective thinking)

www.clusterobservatory.eu

InnovationInnovation
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InternationalInternational

For more than 20 years, the
Fondation Sophia Antipolis has:

Created and developed networks and

bilateral cooperation

Participated in international

assignments (work in progress)

Supported Cluster policy

1

2

3
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International CooperationInternational Cooperation

Innovation Champions
Network, started in 2003 :
Association of centres of
excellence 

ELITE (Enlarging &
Leveraging Innovation Talents
in Europe) is a network of
independent specialists in the
field of innovation.

The Foundation is a founding
member (1984) of the
I.A.S.P, International
Scientific Parks Association

INTERNATIONAL
NETWORKS

BILATERAL
COOPERATION

35
Countries

100+

Entities

350
Contacts

1
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Curent international assignementsCurent international assignements

INSTITUTIONSINSTITUTIONSPROJECTSPROJECTS

EIB : European
Investment Bank

Directorate General (DG)
Enterprise & Industry

DG  EuropeAid

DG  Information Society

DG Education & Culture

Cluster Mapping : Objective of creating an
exhaustive map of European clusters.

ISTOK.Ru : This project aims to
reinforce/create links  in the ICST (Information and
Communication Science Technologies) domain
between key European and Russian figures.

STAIRS : Project aiming to improve the
mechanisms of technology transfer of research
institutions.

SWAN : Creation of a multimedia formation on
the theme of Intellectual Property.

Summit II: Creation of a Business Incubator
management training Institute

INNOVACT Evaluation & Policy
recommendation: World bank (IFC)
assignment

2
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Bottom-up approach to boost competitivityBottom-up approach to boost competitivity

Publication of a call to
identify eligible projects.
To qualify, projects had
to comply with strict
guidelines.

On July 2007, the 5th CIADT
labelled new  pôle de
compétitvité bringing to the
total of 71.
Of this total, there are 7
global competitiveness
hubs and 10 globally-
oriented.
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In response to the changes in the global economy, France has launched a wide-ranging industrial strategy
focusing on the key factors of industrial competitiveness, particularly R&D-led innovation.  

A “Pôle de compétitivité” could be defined as a hub that combines in a given geographical area, companies
training centers and public or private research units.

4 calls to identify eligible projects, 71
“pôles de compétitivité” awarded

 about 2200 projects labeled by the
“pôles de compétitivité”, half of them
have received some public funding

 4 611 companies are involved in the

71 Competitiveness cluster, of which 3

905 SME´s

 Public funding : 1.2 billion  which
has leveraged 2.5 billion  of private
funding

 650 496 employees which represent
2.9 % of the total workforce in France

 9000 researchers involved in these
projects

Evaluation of clusters done by
the Ministry of Industry. The
results will be available on
June 2008
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Facts & figuresMilestones

3
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Diversified Sectors…Diversified Sectors…

HEALTH/BIOTECHICT

AUTOMOTIVEENVIRONMENT & ENERGIES

AGROFOOD

Industries & Agro-
Ressources

Agrimip Innovation

Végépolys

Céréales Vallée

Filière produits
aquatiques

InnoViandes

Pôle européen
d’innovation fruits
et légumes

Prod’Innov

Valorial

MOV’EO

Automobile haut de gamme

Lyon Urban Truck&Bus 2015

Véhicule du futur

AXELERA

Pôle Mer Bretagne

Pôle Mer PACA

CAPENERGIES

DERBI

Gestion des risques et vulnérabilité
des territoires

Pôle nucléaire Bourgogne

TENERRDIS

TRIMATEC

LYONBIOPOLE (worldwide)

Medicen Paris Région
(worldwide)

Innovations thérapeutiques

Atlantic Biotherapies

Nutrition Santé Longévité

Optitec

ORPHEME

Pôle Cancer-Bio-Santé

Q@LI-MEDiterranée

Qualitropic

MINALOGIC

(worldwide)

SCS (worldwide)

SYSTEM@TIC

(worldwide)

Cap Digital

Images & Réseaux

ELOPSYS

Imaginove

Microtechniques

Route des lasers

S_E_

TES

AERONAUTIC

Aerospace Valley (Worldwide)

EMC2

Pegase

VIAMECA

OTHER

Finance Innovation

(worldwide)

i-Trans

Arve Industries

ASTech

Céramique

Cosmetic Valley

PASS

Fibres Grand’Est

Filière équine

Industries du commerce

Logistique Seine-Normandie

MAUD

MIPI

MTA

PLASTIPOLIS

Pôle Enfant

SPORALTEC

TECHTERA

UP-TEX

CONSTRUCTION

Elastopôle

Génie civil Ouest

Industries et pin maritime du

futur

Ville et mobilité durables

VITAGORA

9

9 4 5 19

41011



w w w .s o p h i a –a n t i p o l i s . o r g

Conventions with French national authoritiesConventions with French national authorities

Helping French clusters via the reinforcement and support of necessary
actions

Objective : make available to clusters, their partners and projects, the actions and international
networks of the FSA (25 years +)

«International SME’s Technology Cluster Partnership – Associate to
gain competitivity »

Objective: Accompany 15 innovating cluster member SME´s: SCS, Risks, PASS, Pegase, Astech &
Finance Innovation by proposing them personnalised training and support Join European partners to
take part in research programmes Saturate tomorrow’s markets: Brazil Russia India China, Maghreb
and Israel.

AAgence NNationale de la RRecherche (National Research Agency)

Convention 1

Convention 2

3

Convention 3
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Actions towards clustersActions towards clusters

Regular activities

Breakfasts

Meetings with national and international partners

Diffusion & publication of their information via a website dedicated to clusters

(www.sophia-antipolis.org/poles2competitivite and www.sophia-antipolis.org/cluster),

“les Nouvelles de Sophia”

Cluster Forum, A National Event since 3 years

2005 : Release of clusters (more than 700 participants)

2006 : International (more than 350 participants)

2007 : SME´s and Clusters : a reality to reinforce

(more than 350 participants)


